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Dobbins mine is focus of mineral dispute 

by Doug Walker, Associate Editor  
08.20.12 - 07:00 am 

The Dobbins Mountain manganese 
mine is now the focus of an ownership 
dispute in the Superior Court of 
Bartow County. 
 
The mine lies in the path of the state 
Department of Transportation’s 
preferred path of the proposed U.S. 
411 to I-75 connector. 
 
Attorneys for Cartersville Ranch LLC 
(the Rollins family) filed a petition in 
the Superior Court seeking title to 
allegedly undivided mineral rights 
from the mine,  

 
which was recently deemed eligible for possible listing on the National Register 
of Historic Places. 
 
Inclusion on the list could create another stumbling block to the development of 
Route D-VE which would be Rome’s direct connection to the interstate.  
 
Cartersville Ranch LLC claims that it owns all of Land Lot 270, subject only to 
mineral interests and mining privileges reserved by W.C. Satterfield back in 
1918.  
 
Cartersville Ranch attorneys claim there has never been a conveyance of mineral 
rights through the years as the Satterfield estate was passed through heirs and that 
as such,  
 
mineral rights have been dormant since the 1920s. 
 
The Rollins groups is asking the court to declare that all mineral rights have been 
lost by the heirs to the Satterfield estate and that Cartersville Ranch has gained 
absolute possession of mineral rights through a legal term known as “adverse 
possession.” 
 
In response to the petition, James R. Dellinger Jr. claims much of the allegations 
filed by Cartersville Ranch are fraudulent misrepresentations and that Dellinger 
has continuously paid Bartow County ad valorem taxes on the mineral interests 
which are at stake. 
 
Dellinger has in turn filed a counterclaim against Cartersville Ranch and the city 
of Euharlee, which accepted a conservation easement on the property. That 
counterclaim argues that Dellinger is the sole and exclusive owner of mineral 
interests and mining rights on 155 acres, more or less in Land Lot 270. 
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That conservation easement expressly prohibits, “the exploration for, or the 
extraction of, oil, gas, or other minerals, hydrocarbons, soils, or other materials 
on or below the surface of the property.” 
 
Dellinger alleges that Cartersville Ranch failed to notify the city of Euharlee of 
the outstanding mineral interests and rights owned by Dellinger. He also claims 
that Cartersville Ranch, in an application to the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources for the Georgia Conservation Tax Credit Program, claimed it had clear 
title to the property at the time it conveyed the parcel to the city of Euharlee.  
 
Dellinger asserts that the court is permitted to, and should set aside the 
conservation easement and protect Dellinger’s interest in the property.  
 
Additionally, William Neel Jr., attorney for Dellinger, has sent a letter to the 
Georgia Department of Transportation asking the DOT how the ownership of 
mineral rights might affect the U.S. 411 project, how the ownership of mineral 
right might affect the project from the perspective of the Federal Highway 
Administration and how the ownership of mineral rights might impact the recent 
decision that the Dobbins Mountain site is eligible for listing as a historic site. 
 
Calls from the Rome News-Tribune to attorneys for both sides of the issue were 
not returned during the weekend. 
 

Page 2 of 2Dobbins mine is focus of mineral dispute

08/20/2012http://www.romenews-tribune.com/printer_friendly/19865528


