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Jeff Lewis Speaks to CORR
On Feb. 28, GDOT Board Member Jeff Lewis spoke to more than 80 sup-
porters of the Coalition for the Right Road (CORR) including members 
of the local community. The meeting opened with a prayer and a pledge, 
followed by a video about the cost of Route D-VE featuring Chris Har-
rell, owner of Summit Engineering Consultants.

Prominent local leaders were among the attendees, including Bartow 
County Commissioner Steve Taylor, Cartersville-Bartow County Cham-
ber of Commerce President and CEO Joe Frank Harris, Jr., Cartersville-
Bartow County Chamber of Commerce Chairman Wayne Moore, Cart-
ersville Mayor Matt Santini and former Cartersville Mayor, Mike Fields.

Lewis opened his talk by stating that there are three issues that could pre-
vent Route D-VE from moving forward. The first issue is environmental 
concerns such as acid runoff. GDOT must study acid runoff to attempt 
to find the impact of the drainage on nearby streams and rivers, and then 
attempt to present a solution to the federal government. 

Next, the Euharlee conservation easement could also cause Route D-VE 
to be halted. The Federal Highway Administration has to be very cautious 
in making their decision about the Euharlee conservation easement, be-
cause if they decide to approve Route D-VE, a lawsuit could result. Either 
way, they will be setting a national precedent.

Finally, the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places has named 
the Dobbins Mining Landscape eligible to be listed on the Register. If the 
Federal Highway Administration determines that Route D-VE will have 
an adverse effect on the Dobbins Mining Landscape, Route D-VE will be 
halted.

Lewis also stated that GDOT is currently examining the technical aspects 
of three alternative routes in case Route D-VE is rejected. Additionally, 
he ended the program by saying that if Bartow and Floyd County leaders 
recommend a viable alternative, he will present it to GDOT. 

Hello! We are pleased to 
introduce the first edition of 
the CORR Connection, our 

quarterly newsletter. 

In this publication, expect to find 
stimulating and educational articles, 
guest columnists, little-known facts and 
figures about Bartow County, upcoming 
events, and much more.

Spring 2013

Did you know?  Spring is just 
around the corner, which means flowers will 
be popping up across the state. The Pink 
Lady’s Slipper, a protected wildflower in 
Georgia that blooms in April, grows in 46 

counties throughout the northern part of the state. 

1. The Pink Lady’s Slipper can be found in the eastern third 
 of the United States and in Canada, near the Arctic Circle. 

2. The Pink Lady’s Slipper goes by several other names, including 
  Moccasin Flower, Two-leaved Lady’s Slipper and Stemless  
 Lady’s-Slipper.

3. The flower is a food source for several insects and white-tailed 
 deer.

4. The species name acaule is Latin, meaning, “stemless,” referring 
  to the plant’s leafless flowering stem.

5. The root of Lady’s Slipper was used as a remedy for  
 nervousness, tooth pain, and muscle spasms.

Stay tuned for an opportunity to see the flower in person  
at the Rollins Ranch.

Rollins Ranch Bets On Etowah Valley  
Humane Society

Rollins Ranch sponsored and 
attended the Etowah Valley 
Humane Society’s Annual 
Casino Night on Feb. 23, in 
Cartersville. The event included  
Vegas-style casino games 
including blackjack, craps, poker 
and roulette, as well as food 
and drinks and music by DJ 
Nunzio. The Casino Night is one 
of the Humane Society’s largest 
fundraisers.

L-R: Commissioner Steve 
Taylor, Franklin Dowell 
and Erin Ray hitting the 
tables Casino Night. 

Be sure to keep up with the latest  
CORR news.  Join us on:

facebook.com/411CORR

facebook.com/411CORR

www.coalitionfortherightroad.org

Coalition for the Right Road
33 Camden Woods Drive, NW
Cartersville, GA 30121



WSB-TV Airs Story  
About 411 Connector

WSB-TV’s John Bachman recently reported on proposed 
Route D-VE, which would cost more than $100 million more 
than alternative routes. Taxpayers have paid for the Depart-
ment of Transportation to study and fight for a highway con-

nector from Rome to Interstate 75 for the past 30 years, 
Bachman said. 

“In no way are we against building the road, but we think the 
road needs to be put in a location that’s a lot less money and 
will save taxpayers money,” said Thorne Winter, spokesper-
son for the Rollins family, who owns 1,800 acres in Carters-
ville.  

The biggest argument is that the proposed route D-VE costs 
over $100 million more than a reasonable alternative to gain 
only 24 seconds, added Henry Parkman, a partner at Suther-
land, which represents the owners of Cartersville Ranch. 

Bachman also interviewed David Doss, a former DOT board 
member, who said the need is certainly there for a connector, 

but there is a better way. “How is the best way to spend our 
limited resources that we have for road construction? Is it on 
more studies? Is it on more litigation? Or is it finding a route 
we can afford and build?” Doss said.

The story, which aired on Feb. 7, can be viewed on CORR’s 
YouTube page.

Did you know? Mining has a rich history 
in the state of Georgia. Recently, the Dobbins Min-
ing Landscape was named eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places. Below are five facts about 
mining in Bartow County and throughout the state: 

1. Gold was discovered in Georgia in 1829,  
 which marked the beginning of mining  
 in the state. 

2. The Georgia gold rush was the second  
 significant gold rush in the United States.

3. The first commercial manganese mining in 
  Georgia was right after the Civil War ended. 

4. There were only two counties in the  
 confederacy where manganese was mined;  
 Bartow County was one of them. 

5. World War I and World War II cut off  
 foreign manganese sources, creating a  
 renewed interest in Bartow manganese deposits.

Rollins Ranch Sponsors New Speaker Series 
In the Know: Spotlight on North Georgia 

Curious about the history of mining in the Etowah River 
Valley? Interested in learning more about topics pertinent 
to the local area, like natural resources and the environ-
ment? 

The Spotlight on North Georgia Speaker Series, which 
kicks off Thursday, March 14 at the Cartersville Library, 
will offer three educational lectures by historians and re-
spected experts. Richard Wright, Reinhardt alumnus and 
local history expert, will lead the first series. 

Access is free and open to the public. 

CORR Video Series Confronts Impacts of  
Proposed U.S. 411 Connector

The Georgia Department of Transportation has 
proposed a route (Route D-VE) that would re-
quire the destruction of Dobbins Mountain. 
Route D-VE is the wrong choice for several rea-

sons, and we asked a diverse group of prominent speakers 
to share their perspectives in a video series that launched 
in January. 

The videos are featured both on the CORR Facebook page 
and CORR YouTube channel. We encourage you to watch 
and share with your friends and neighbors. The videos 
help spread the message that there is a better route than 
D-VE.

Below are highlights:

Mark McDonald on the historic mining landscape: “The 
Dobbins mining landscape is truly one of the most in-
teresting industrial sites in the United States, certainly in 
Georgia. It represents a historic mining landscape that is 
highly intact with many of its original features still pres-
ent. It shows what was important in 19th century north-
west Georgia.”

Pierre Howard on the impact of D-VE on wildlife: “The 
mountains around Cartersville are places that we call mi-
gration magnets, bird magnets, where migrant birds target 
in on those places and land there to feed. There are birds 
that go to Dobbins Mountain every year to feed or to nest. 
If you destroy their habitat, then they have to find some 
other place.” 

Tony Greco on the overall environmental impact: “The 
Dobbins Mountain site has been untouched for at least 80 
years. It contains a very mature hardwood forest. It pro-
vides an essential habitat for migratory birds and various 
species of wildlife and also functions to maintain water 
quality downstream of the property.”

Steve Webb on finding a better route: “I’m a citizen of 
Georgia and I want to see projects move forward and be 
successful. But I just think there has to be a better route 
than through this important historical resource.”

Stay tuned for additional videos coming soon! 

“The Dobbins mining 
landscape is truly one of the 
most interesting industrial 
sites in the United States...”

“If you destroy their 
habitat, then they have to 

find some other place.”


